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.::>UPPLEMENTAL
INITIATIVE MEASURE TO BE SUBMITTED DIRECTLY TO THE ELECTORS
The Attorney General has summarized the proposed measure as follows:

PERMITTING COMMENT ON EVIDENCE AND FAILURE OF DEFENDANT TO TESTIFY IN
CRIMINAL CASES. Amends Section 13 of Article I, and Section 19 of Article VI, of Constitution. Declares in
any criminal case, whether defendant testifies or not, court and counsel may comment on his failure to explain or
deny any evidence against him. Declares Court may instruct jury regarding law applicable to facts of case, and
comment on evidence, testimony and credibility of any witness. Requires Court infOlm jury in all cases th~_t jurors
are exclusive judges of all questions of fact submitted to them and of credibility of witnesses.

STA.TE OF CALIFORNIA
ss.
County (or City and County) of... .... J 01 ·AnGeI ................. .

To the Honorable Secretary of State of the State of California:
d , reglstere
.
d , qua I'fi
f ' resl'dents 0 f ...............................••...............••
Los Angele,'
·
l edeIectors 0 f t h e State 0 f C aII 'orma,
W e, t h e un d erslgne
County (or City and County), present to the Secretary of State this petition and hereby propose an amendment to the Con~t] tlJtiC1n of the State of California, by amending Section 13 of Article I and Section 19 of Article VI thereof, to read as here-

,n:\fter ,ct forth in full, and petition that the same be submitted to the electors of the State of California for their adoption or

rejccti(ln, at the next succeeding general election or as provided "y law.

The proposed constitutional amendment reads as

. ,Iows:
f<)J

Amendment of Section 13 of Article I:
Sec. 13.

In criminal prosecutions, in any court whatever, the party accused shall have the right

to a speedy and public trial; to have the process of the court to compel the attendance of witnesses in
his behalf, and to appear and defend, in person ani with counsel.

No person shall be twice put in

)copanly for the same offense; nor be compelled, in any criminal case, to be a witness against himself;
nCJf he deprived of life, liberty, or property without clue process of law; but in any criminal case, whether
the defendant testifies or not, his failure to explain or to deny by his testimony any evidence or facts in
the GlEe against him may be commented upon by the court and by counsel, and may be considered by
the court or the jury.

The legislature shall have power to provide for the taking, in the presence of the

party accused and his counsel, of depositions of witnesses in criminal cases, other than cases of homicide,
when there is reason to believe that the witness, from ina"ility or other cause, will not attend at the trial.
Amendment of Section 19 of Article VI:
Sec. 19.

The Court may instruct the jury re.,;arding the law applicable to the facts of the case,

and may make such comment on the cvidence and the testimony and credibility of any witness as in
its opinion is necessary for the proper determination of the casco

The Court shall inform the jury in

all cases that the jurors are the exclusive judges of all questions of fact submitted to them and of the
credihility of the witnesses.
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